
PRESIDENT
Don McQuillan
BSc(Eng), CEng, FIStructE, FICE, FIAE, FIEI, 
FCIHT, FConsE, MAPM, MAE 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Martin Powell

EDITORIAL

HEAD OF PUBLISHING
Lee Baldwin

MANAGING  EDITOR
Robin Jones
t: +44 (0) 20 7201 9822
e: robin.jones@istructe.org

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
Ian Farmer
t: +44 (0) 20 7201 9121
e: ian.farmer@istructe.org 

ADVERTISING

DISPLAY SALES
t: +44 (0) 20 7880 7632
e: tse@redactive.co.uk

RECRUITMENT SALES
t: +44 (0) 20 7880 6235
e: tsejobs@redactive.co.uk

DESIGN

SENIOR DESIGNER 
Nicholas Daley

PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR 
Jane Easterman

EDITORIAL ADVISORY GROUP

Will Arnold MIStructE
Allan Mann FIStructE
Chris O’Regan FIStructE
Angus Palmer MIStructE
Simon Pitchers FIStructE

Price (2020 subscription)
Institutional:  £462.47 (incl. e-archive, p&p)
Personal (print only): £130 (incl. p&p) 
Personal (online only): £108.33 
Personal (Student Member): £40 (incl. p&p)

Single copies: £25 (incl. p&p)

Printed by
Warners Midlands plc
The Maltings, Manor Lane Bourne, 
Lincolnshire PE10 9PH
United Kingdom

© The Institution of Structural Engineers. 
The Structural Engineer (ISSN 1466-5123) is 
published by IStructE Ltd, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of The Institution of Structural 
Engineers. It is available both in print and online.

Contributions published in The Structural 
Engineer are published on the understanding 
that the author/s is/are solely responsible for the 
statements made, for the opinions expressed 
and/or for the accuracy of the contents. 
Publication does not imply that any statement or 
opinion expressed by the author/s refl ects the 
views of the Institution of Structural Engineers’ 
Board; Council; committees; members 
or employees. No liability is accepted by such 
persons or by the Institution for any loss or 
damage, whether caused through reliance on 
any statement, opinion or omission (textual 
or otherwise) in The Structural Engineer, or 
otherwise.

The Institution of Structural Engineers
International HQ
47–58 Bastwick Street
London EC1V 3PS
United Kingdom
t: +44 (0)20 7235 4535
e: mail@istructe.org

The Institution of Structural Engineers 
Incorporated by Royal Charter
Charity Registered in England and Wales number 
233392 and in Scotland number SC038263

Editorial Upfront

Mike Cook Chair, Climate Emergency Task Group

Climate emergency: 
adapting to change

5
June 2020  |  thestructuralengineer.org

AS ENGINEERS, we are good at adapting to 
new situations. We rely on our understanding 
of underlying principles and can apply these to 
new contexts as the needs arise. The impact of 
Covid-19 and ‘lockdown’ across the world has been 
dominating the press and people’s thoughts for 
several months – it has had an immediate and, for 
many, deeply personal impact on our daily lives.

We have all had to adapt to change in our 
professional and family activities. Now, as we hope to 
return to some kind of normal, we need to fi nd ways 
to adapt, as engineers, in response to the climate 
emergency, which continues to be the biggest threat 
to our long-term survival.

In June 2019, structural engineering practices 
declared a climate emergency and made 
commitments to change their practice (www.
structuralengineersdeclare.com). The Institution, 
acting in response to this, has been adapting, 
through its committees and panels, rethinking its 
priorities in education, membership, ethics, awards 
and all areas of professional life.

In the January 2020 issue of The Structural 
Engineer, we highlighted some of these changes and 
also spoke of ways fi rms could adapt (www.istructe.
org/turning-climate-commitment-into-action/). To 
support this, the Institution established a Climate 
Emergency Task Group (CETG) to lead its actions 
(see page 9 for details).

From this month, The Structural Engineer will 
regularly feature a ‘Climate emergency’ section that 
includes viewpoints, examples of good practice 
and technical guidance around the key climate 
emergency themes.

This month we start with an article that introduces 
the six themes underlying change in the profession 
(page 8) – these themes will be central to the 
Institution’s future communications. There is an 
article from Will Arnold that shows just how much 
impact every structural engineer can have in the 
course of a year to reduce their carbon footprint 

(page 10). And there is a provocation from past 
President, Tim Ibell, and colleagues arguing the case 
for a minimum-intervention future (page 12).

I would also highlight the profi le of Kate Simonen, 
from the USA, who is showing great leadership 
towards a low-carbon future (page 41). This acts 
as a great reminder that the challenges we face are 
global and we need to work together and learn from 
each other if we are to make progress fast enough.

Looking forward, next month will see the launch 
of the structural engineering ‘Plan of Works’, 
which aligns with the RIBA 2020 plan and includes 
elements of sustainability planning from the outset 
of a project through to construction on site. In 
addition, we will launch a comprehensive new guide 
on calculating carbon, providing structural engineers 
with principles to follow so that we are able to 
compare embodied carbon across our projects. 
Please look out for these.

Finally, I’d like to remind you that this is your 
institution and I hope that what you see and 
experience, both online and in print, will stimulate 
you to share your own experiences and ideas that 
would help others decrease their carbon impact. The 
Institution is keen to hear from you. Please send your 
suggestions to climateemergency@istructe.org.
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